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But oratory, phrases, the evocative power of verbal symbols
must not be Despised, for it ^is and has been one of the chief
means of uniting the United States and keeping it unirsd.
America is promises but America is words, tec.   It is built
like a church on a rock of dogmatic affirmations.   " We hold
these truths to be ^self-evident that all men are created equal
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unaton-
able rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness."   "We the People of the United States, m order to
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to cursives
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Ccnsr:tur:on.M
These are only two of the most famous assertions of faith
in things unseen, of dogmatic articles denied in gccd faith by
many non-Americans bur asserted in good faith by millions
of Jefferson's countrymen from July 4th, 1776, to this day,
How absurd an ambition for a people to attempt, by a written
constitution, to " establish justice "!   It is an ambition to make
lawyers  laugh  and philosophers  weep.   "To promote the
general welfare "; what is this entity so confidently labelled ?
What would a Marxian or a Machiavellian make of it ?   What
an overleaping ambition of the Supreme Court to apply not
known statute or case law but ** the rule of reason "!   What
complacent courage in the founders of the Massachusetts Bay
Company to identify the decision of John Winthrop, Richard
Saltonstall and the rest to transplant themselves to New
England with " the greatness of the work in regard of the
consequence* God's glory and the churches' good "!   Never-
theless,  Massachusetts  was founded and  a  Saltonstall  is
governor in this year of grace, 1944, more than three hundred
years later.   There have been other consequences, too, What
(possibly non-spontaneous) wisdom was shown by Lord Balti-
more and the other Catholics of Maryland who in 1649 noted
the evils arising from "the enforcing of the conscience in
matters of Religion " and so came out for the toleration of all
Christians, this in an age when the Inquisition  was  still
going strong, a year after the Peace of Westphalia, the year of
the massacre at Drogheda by Cromwell, a generation before
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes!   With what Hebraic
confidence in their mission did the People of Massachusetts